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22 CFR Ch. I (4–1–98 Edition)§ 171.20

Subpart C—Executive Order 12065
Provisions

§ 171.20 Definitions.
As used in this subpart, the following

definitions shall apply:
(a) The term agency means Federal

agency including department, agency,
commission, etc., as defined in 5 U.S.C.
552(e).

(b) The term classification refers to
the determination that certain infor-
mation requires protection against un-
authorized disclosure in the interest of
national security, coupled with the
designation of the level of classifica-
tion: Top Secret, Secret or Confiden-
tial.

(c) The term classification authority
means the authority vested in an offi-
cial of an agency to orginally classify
information or material which is deter-
mined by that official to require pro-
tection against unauthorized disclosure
in the interest of national security. It
is also the authority to prolong classi-
fication.

(d) The term classified information
means information or material, herein
collectively termed information, that
is owned by, produced for or by, or
under the control of the United States
Government, and that has been deter-
mined pursuant to Executive Order
12065, prior orders, or other orders or
statutes, to require protection against
unauthorized disclosure, coupled with
the designation of the level of classi-
fication.

(e) The term declassification refers to
the determination that particular clas-
sified information no longer requires
protection against unauthorized disclo-
sure in the interest of national secu-
rity. Such determination shall be by
specific action or automatically after
the lapse of a requisite period of time
or the occurrence of a specified event.
If such determination is by specific ac-
tion, the material shall be so marked
with the new designation.

(f) The term document has the mean-
ing of ‘‘record’’ as set forth in
§ 171.10(b).

(g) The term foreign government infor-
mation is: (1) Information provided to
the United States by a foreign govern-
ment or international organization of
governments in the expectation, ex-

press or implied, that the information
is to be kept in confidence, or (2) infor-
mation, requiring confidentiality, pro-
duced by the United States pursuant to
a written joint arrangement with a for-
eign government or international orga-
nization of governments. A written
joint arrangement may be evidenced by
an exchange of letters, a memorandum
of understanding, or other written
record of the joint arrrangement.

(h) The term Presidential appointees
includes former officials of the Depart-
ment of State or other U.S. Govern-
ment agencies who held policy posi-
tions and were appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, at the level of Am-
bassador, Assistant Secretary of State,
or above. It does not include Foreign
Service Officers as a class or persons
who merely received assignment com-
missions as Foreign Service Officers,
Foreign Service Reserve Officers, For-
eign Service Staff Officers and employ-
ees.

§ 171.21 Identifying information.
For the request to be processed, it

must describe the material sufficiently
to enable a professional employee of
the Department who is familiar with
the subject area of the request to lo-
cate the record with a reasonable
amount of effort. Whenever a request
does not reasonably describe the infor-
mation, the requester shall be notified
that unless additional information is
provided, or the scope of the request is
narrowed, no further action will be
taken.

§ 171.22 Access to records.
All classified information except as

noted in § 171.23, shall be subject to re-
view for declassification upon request
of a member of the public, a govern-
ment employee, or an agency.

(a) A request for declassification
under the Order shall be acted upon
within 60 days from the date on which
the request reaches the appropriate re-
ceiving office.

(b) Subject to paragraph (f) of this
section, when it receives a request, the
Department, if it is the originating
agency, shall determine whether the
information or any reasonably seg-
regable portion of it no longer requires
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